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Amendment to the Claims; 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A cover assembly for a vehicle having a convertible top stowage 
area and a trunk, the cover assembly comprising: 
a trunk lid; 

an intermediate panel disposed between the trunk and the convertible top stowage area 
and supportable by the trunk lid ; 
a stowage cover; and 

a connecting apparatus attached to the stowage cover and to the intermediate panel, and 
configur e d to guid e wherein the stowage cover is moveable, using the connecting apparatus, 
between a covering position, in which the stowage cover is covering the convertible top stowage 
area, and a stored position, in which the stowage cover is located in the trunk. 

Claim 2 (currently amended): The cover assembly as recited in claim 1 further comprising an 
actuation device configur e d to mov e for use in moving the stowage cover between the covering 
position and the stored position. 

Claim 3 (original): The cover assembly as recited in claim 2, wherein the actuation device 
includes at least one of a motor, a hydraulic actuator, and a pneumatic actuator. 

Claim 4 (original): The cover assembly as recited in claim 1 wherein the stowage cover includes 
at least first and second members, the members substantially coplanar with one another in the 
covering position and folded in the stored position. 

Claim 5 (original): The cover assembly as recited in claim 4 wherein the first and second 
members are pivotally attached to one another. 
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Claim 6 (original): The cover as recited in claim 4 further comprising a folding actuator 
configured to fold the members when the stowage cover is moved from the covering position to 
the stored position. 

Claim 7 (original): The cover assembly as recited in claim 1 wherein the connecting apparatus 
includes at least one goose neck hinge. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The cover assembly as recited in claim 1 furth e r comprising a 
wherein the trunk lid is moveable from a closed to an opened position in a rearward direction. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The cover assembly as recited in claim % I further comprising a 
first latching mechanism for releasably latching the trunk lid to the intermediate panel and a 
second latching mechanism for releasably latching the intermediate panel to the vehicle. 

Claim 10 (original): The cover assembly as recited in claim 9, wherein one of the first and 
second latching mechanisms are configured to unlatch for moving the trunk lid to the open 
position. 

Claim 1 1 (original): The cover assembly as recited in claim 10, wherein the second latching 
mechanism is configured to unlatch the intermediate panel from the vehicle so as to enable the 
intermediate panel to move with the trunk lid to the opened position when moving the stowage 
cover between the covering position and the stored position. 

Claim 12 (original): The cover assembly as recited in claim 1 1 further comprising a trunk lid 
actuation device for moving the trunk lid from the closed position to the opened position. 

Claim 13 (original): The cover assembly as recited in claim 12 further comprising a controller 
for controlling the trunk lid actuation device and the first and second latching mechanisms during 
a movement of the stowage cover between the covering position and the stored position. 
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Claim 14 (original): The cover assembly as recited in claim 13 further comprising a third 
latching mechanism for latching the stowage cover to the trunk lid when the stowage cover is in 
the stored position. 

Claim 15 (original): The cover assembly as recited in claim 1 further comprising a convertible 
top moveable between an up position to a down position, wherein the convertible top is located 
in the convertible top stowage area in the down position. 

Claim 16 (original): The cover assembly as recited in claim 1 further comprising a vehicle hard 
top mounted to the vehicle when the stowage cover is in the covering position. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): A method for covering a convertible top of a vehicle, the vehicle 
including a convertible top stowage are a, a trunk, and a trunk lid, the method comprising: 
moving the convertible top of the vehicle from an up position to a down position, 
wherein, in the down position the convertible top is located in the convertible top stowage area; 
and 

guiding the a stowage cover from a stored position, in which the stowage cover is located 
in the trunk, to a covering position, in which the stowage cover is covering the stowage area, 
wherein the guiding is performed using a connection apparatus that is connected to the stowage 
cover and am an intermediate pane l the intermediate panel being supported by the trunk lid and 
disposed between the trunk and the convertible top stowage arear. 

Claim 18 (original): The method as recited in claim 18 wherein, before the guiding of the 
stowage cover, the method further comprises: 

latching the intermediate panel to the trunk lid; 

unlatching the intermediate panel from the vehicle; and 

opening the trunk lid so that the intermediate "panel moves away from the vehicle. 

Claim 19 (currently amended): The method as recited in claim 17 wherein the st e ps ar e opening 
is performed automatically using at least one of a motor, a hydraulic device, and a pneumatic 
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device. 

Claim 20 (new): A cover assembly for a vehicle having a convertible top stowage area and a 
trunk, the cover assembly comprising: 
a trunk lid; 

an intermediate panel disposed between the trunk and the intermediate panel and having a 
first side disposed adjacent to the trunk lid and a second side opposite the first side; 
a connecting apparatus connected to the intermediate panel; and 
a stowage cover connected to the connecting apparatus and moveable using the 
connecting apparatus from the second side of the intermediate panel to the first side of the 
intermediate panel. 
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Amendments to the Drawings: 

Attached to this paper are three replacement sheets. The first replacement sheet includes 
changes to Fig. 1, in which the reference number for the trunk lid has been changed from "24" to 
-17-. The second replacement sheet includes changes to Fig. 5, in which two electric motors 31 
and latch 32 are now shown schematically. The third replacement sheet includes changes to Fig. 
6, in which an electric motor 33 is now shown schematically. 



Attachments: Replacement Sheet 1 
Replacement Sheet 2 
Replacement Sheet 3 
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